
 

 

Rt. Hon. David Cameron MP 

Prime Minister 

10 Downing Street 

London SW1A 2AA 

 

13 May 2010 

 

Dear Prime Minister, 

 

In the run up to this election, you spoke persuasively of the need for a ‘big society’ 

and to give power to people, saying that a Conservative vote on 6 May would mean 

the people in power thereafter. Your coalition partners argued for a redistribution of 

power to the people, and a fairer society. Today, we 267 third sector chief executives, 

with many hundreds of years of experience between us working to help and give 

voice to millions of the most vulnerable people and communities here and around the 

world – often in partnership with the state, sometimes in spite of it – are writing to 

you to welcome you to Government and to offer you our partnership in making your 

vision a reality.  

 

We believe a partnership between the third sector and your Government could be a 

powerful force for change, creating a big society and putting power in the hands of 

the people. We give people and communities a voice. We give individuals, families 

and communities the information, advice and advocacy to enable them to act as 

empowered consumers and citizens. We work to protect the environment. And we can 

transform public services across the board, achieving better outcomes and saving the 

state billions. That is the ‘big offer’ we set out to your colleagues George Osborne, 

Francis Maude, Nick Hurd, Oliver Letwin, Philip Hammond, Andrew Lansley, 

Andrew Selous, Alan Duncan, Nick Gibb and Maria Miller at the Conservative/Third 

Sector Summit in March 2010. As George Osborne said at that event, we know that 

you and your colleagues are keen to ‘take us up on that offer’. Now we need to make 

it happen.  

 

If the potential of our sector is to be fully tapped, the partnership between your 

Government, our organisations and the people we represent and support needs to 

move up a gear from what it has been, and it needs to start now.  

 

We are not writing to you with specific requests for action or funding. We are not 

coming to you with a ready-prepared shopping list. We are writing to ask that from 

the very start, even in your Government’s first formative days, you work with our 

sector as real partners, and spark a step-change in the way Government and civil 

society leaders relate. Not once the mould is set, not as an afterthought, but now. 

 

That might mean a third sector leader on every departmental board; it might mean an 

Advisory Council of third sector leaders at the heart of Government; it might mean a 

Commission on the future of Government/third sector relationships; it might mean 

similar commissions for each of your departments; it might mean a taskforce with the 

Treasury on transforming public services. It will almost certainly mean an early, 



 

 

electrifying signal from the top that the way Whitehall deals with our sector needs to 

change. 

 

We hope you might find the time to meet a delegation of us to discuss these issues in 

more detail. We hope that your Government and our sector can work together to the 

benefit of all the people of this country. We hope that in that respect, as you have 

suggested, your appointment will mark a step-change in the way Whitehall engages 

with the civil society that we lead. And we wish you well in making that happen.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Stephen Bubb CEO ACEVO 

Abdul Khan CEO BECON 

Adrian Bagg CEO Papworth Trust 

Alan Lodge CEO Hospice of St Mary of Furness 

Alan Patchett CEO Age Concern Sunderland 

Alastair McCapra CEO Landscape Institute 

Alex Fox CEO NAAPS 

Alison Fisher CEO Bedfordshire and Luton Mind 

Alison Hunter CEO Bromley Autistic Trust 

Alison Rogers CEO British Liver Trust 

Alison Ryan CEO Weldmar Hospicecare Trust 

Allison Agius CEO Catalyst Stockton 

Allison Ogden-Newton CEO Social Enterprise London 

Alvaro Bermejo CEO International HIV/AIDS Alliance 

Andreas Ginkell CEO St James' House 

Andy Jong  CEO Dentaid 

Andy Stockbridge CEO Toybox 

Andy Williamson CEO Warwickshire & Northamptonshire Air Ambulance  

Angela Dinsdale CEO St Cuthbert's Hospice 

Angela White CEO Sefton CVS 

Anne Longfield CEO 4Children 

Annette Cotterill  CEO Learning Through Action 

Annie McDowall CEO SHARE Community 

Anthony Harmer CEO ELATT 

Belinda Phipps CEO NCT 

Ben Crouch CEO The Roby 

Ben Hughes CEO bassac 

Bob Taylor CEO Knowsley Housing Trust Group 

Brian Ham CEO Dolphin Square Foundation 

Bryan Teixeira CEO Naz Project London 

Carole Cochrane CEO The Princess Royal Trust for Carers 



 

 

Caroline Ward CEO Mayday Trust 

Cath Gilliver CEO SIFA Fireside 

Charles Dodwell CEO Fredericks Foundation 

Chris Butler-Stroud CEO WDCS 

Chris Chennell CEO Lady Verdin Trust 

Chris Hedges CEO Open Sight 

Chris Knee CEO St Loye's Foundation 

Chris Munday 

Managing 

Director Midland Heart Care and Support 

Christine Allen 

Executive 

Director Progressio 

Christopher Hindley CEO Youth Federation 

Clare Auty General Counsel St Andrew's Healthcare 

Dame Clare Tickell 

DBE CEO Action for Children 

Claudia McVie CEO Tenovus 

Cliff Allum CEO Skillshare International 

Cliff Prior CEO UnLtd 

Colin McGregor-

Paterson CEO The OASIS Partnership 

Crispin Truman CEO The Churches Conservation Trust 

David Fitzpatrick CEO Hertfordshire Community Foundation 

David Harvey CEO Society of Trust and Estate Practitioners 

David Hicks CEO The Book Trade Charity (BTBS) 

David Murray CEO Age Concern Gwent 

David Reid CEO Birtenshaw 

David Sidonio CEO Richmond CVS 

David Strudley CEO Acorns Children's Hospice 

David Tyler CEO Community Matters 

David Wolverson CEO Dimensions  

Dean Casswell CEO Bag Books 

Debbie Bannigan CEO Swanswell 

Debbie Dance CEO Oxford Preservation Trust 

Debbie Kerslake CEO Cruse Bereavement Care 

Deborah Jack CEO National AIDS Trust 

Deborah Parker CEO Progress 

Denise Yates CEO NAGC 

Dennis Baker OBE CEO Wood Green Animal Shelters 

Derek McAuley CEO 

General Assembly of Unitarian and Free Christian 

Churches 

Derek Twine CBE CEO Scout Association 

Des Kelly OBE CEO National Care Forum 



 

 

Diane Thomas CEO The Horder Centre 

Elaine Cook CEO CCB 

Elizabeth Balgobin Interim CEO Charities Evaluation Services (CES) 

Elizabeth Rimmer CEO Institute of Group Analysis 

Ellen Vick CEO New Prospects Association 

Fay Maxted CEO The Survivors Trust 

Fergus Stokes CEO Fylde Community Link 

Fiona Weir CEO Gingerbread 

Fred Payne CEO BBF 

Gabby Briner Director Network for Change Ltd 

Gail Mistlin CEO SkyWay 

Gary Buxton CEO Young Advisors 

Gary Bye CEO Life Path Trust 

Gary Emerson  CEO Darlington Mind  

Gary Jones CEO Age Concern Camden 

Geeta Nanda CEO Thames Valley Housing  

George Plenderleith CEO Plymouth Guild 

Gev Pringle CEO Gateshead Voluntary Organisations Council 

Gill Arukpe CEO Penrose 

Gillian Guy CEO Victim Support  

Graham Fisher CEO Toynbee Hall 

Graham Mynott Head of Project Keyhouse 

Heather Black CEO Somerset Rural Youth Project 

Heather Wood CEO Rainbow Trust Children's Charity 

Helen Robinson CEO Derbyshire Carers Association 

Hilary Eldridge CEO Lucy Faithfull Foundation 

Ian Carey CEO Barnsley Hospice 

Jackie Ballard CEO RNID 

Jackie Bland CEO Association for Spina Bifida & Hydrocephalus 

James Cathcart CEO British Youth Council 

Jan Tallis CEO School Home Support 

Jane Palmer CEO Age UK Milton Keynes 

Jane Pettingell CEO Generate  

Jane Slowey CBE CEO Foyer Federation 

Jane Stafford 

Managing 

Director Child Dynamix 

Janet Doghan CEO Farleigh Hospice 

Jean-Luc Priez CEO Lench's Trust 

Jennie Chapman CEO Carers Support Merton 

Jenny Carroll Centre Director Bobath Children's Therapy Centre Wales 

Jeremy Cripps CEO Children North East 



 

 

Jeremy Hughes CEO Breakthrough Breast Cancer 

Jeremy Iles CEO Federation of City Farms and Community Gardens 

Jeremy Taylor CEO National Voices 

Jill Andrews 

Operations 

Director Safer London Foundation 

Jim O'Connor CEO NOAH Enterprise 

Jo Dare CEO Age Concern Isle of Wight 

Jo Searle CEO East Suffolk Mind 

John Baker CEO Worthing Society for the Blind  

John Blackmore CEO Action Acton 

John Harris CEO Metropolitan Society for the Blind 

John Hartshorn CEO Young People’s Support Foundation Ltd  

John May UK CEO Young Enterprise 

John McNamee CEO Children's Safety Education Foundation 

John Paton CEO Relate Lancashire and Cumbria 

Jon Davies CEO FNF 

Jon Nott General Secretary Woodcraft Folk 

Jonathan Lewis CEO Social Investment Business 

Jonathan Martin 

European 

Director Marketplace Chaplains Europe 

Jonathan Shephard CEO Autism West Midlands 

Joyce Moseley OBE CEO Catch 22 

Judith Mudd CEO The British Sociological Association 

Judy Morgan CEO The Jan Foundation 

Judy Weleminsky CEO Mental Health Providers Forum 

Julie Bentley CEO Sexual health charity FPA 

Julie Bishop Director Law Centres Federation 

Karen Urmston CEO Crossroads Care Cheshire West & Wirral 

Kate Pugh CEO The Heritage Alliance 

Kate Welch CEO Acumen Community Enterprise Development Trust Ltd.

Katrina Phillips CEO Child Accident Prevention Trust 

Keith Best CEO Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture 

Keith Civval CEO Scripture Union 

Kevin Curley CEO NAVCA 

Kevin Mayne CEO CTC - the national cyclists' organisation 

Kevin Moore CEO Walworth Garden Farm 

Lady Rhona Bradley CEO ADS (Addiction Dependency Solutions) 

Leila Ferguson CEO West Berkshire Mencap 

Leo Sowerby CEO Affinity Trust 

Lesley-Anne Alexander CEO RNIB 

Leslie Morphy CEO Crisis 

Linda Howard Director Bradford Cancer Support 



 

 

Lindsay Easton CEO The Brain Research Trust  

Lola Barrett CEO Grenfell Housing Association 

Lucinda Shaw Director The Deborah Hutton Campaign 

Lynne Berry CEO WRVS 

Marc Wortmann 

Executive 

Director Alzheimer's Disease International 

Marina Pacheco CEO The Mammal Society 

Mark Jackson OBE CEO St Richards Hospice 

Mark Lister CEO Grove House 

Martin Gilbraith  CEO ICA:UK 

Martin Houghton-

Brown CEO Missing People 

Martin Kinsella CEO P3 

Mary Mason CEO Solace Women's Aid 

Matt Buttery CEO Family Matters Institute 

Maya Wadhwani CEO Mind in Enfield 

Melanie Burfitt CEO Rays of Sunshine Children's Charity  

Merlin Hyman CEO Regen SW 

Mick Aldridge CEO Public Fundraising Regulatory Association 

Mike Hayes CEO Action for Kids 

Dr Mohammed Ali OBE CEO QED-UK 

Murray Seccombe CEO Community Transport 

Natasha Finlayson CEO The Who Cares? Trust 

Natasha Rennolds CEO Norfolk CVYS 

Neil Basil CEO Ostomy Lifestyle 

Neil Campbell CEO Alternative Futures Group 

Neil Churchill CEO Asthma UK 

Neil McIntosh CEO CfBT 

Nick Aldridge CEO MissionFish 

Nick Warren CEO Voluntary Action Sheffield 

Nick Wilkie CEO London Youth 

Dr Nigel Carter  CEO British Dental Health Foundation 

Nigel Wylie CEO Urgent Care 24 

Norman Barrett CEO Association for International Cancer Research 

Pam Hodgkins CEO Adults Affected by Adoption - NORCAP 

Pamela Ball CEO Wigan & Leigh CVS 

Pamela Park CEO Parenting UK 

Pat Fitzsimons CEO Community Network 

Pat Ryan CEO IT4CH 

Paul Brinsley CEO Cornwall Hospice Care 

Paul Farmer CEO MIND   

Paul Jenkins CEO Rethink 



 

 

Paul Martin CEO The Lesbian and Gay Foundation 

Paul Ramsden CEO Crossroads Care Essex 

Paul Tjasink Stansfield  CEO Claremont Project 

Pauline Crowe OBE CEO Prisoners Abroad 

Pete Lowen CEO Birmingham Law Centre 

Pete Shilton-Godwin CEO Students' Union, University of Central Lancashire 

Peter Couchman CEO Plunkett Foundation 

Peter Lewis CEO London Voluntary Service Council 

Peter McEwen Secretary Nautilus Welfare Fund 

Peter Randall General Manager UKHCA 

Peter Watson 

Executive 

Director The Deer Initiative 

Pippa Mackie CEO Kingston Citizens Advice 

Dr Priscilla Nkwenti CEO Black Health Agency 

Rekha Wadhwani CEO The Helplines Assiciation  

Richard Coe CEO Community Link Up 

Richard Denyer CEO Association for Nutrition 

Richard Dinkeldein CEO The Mortimer Society 

Richard Furze CEO Friends of the Elderly 

Rob Owen CEO St Giles Trust 

Rob Williamson CEO Community Foundation 

Robin Boles CEO In Kind Direct 

Robin Osterley CEO Making Music 

Roderick Sime Director Contact the Elderly 

Rodney Hill CEO Wigan Leisure & Culture Trust 

Rosina Pullman Director TaxAid 

Roy O'Shaughnessy CEO Careers Development Group 

Ruth White CEO The Rowans Hospice 

Salli Ward CEO Pro-Contact 

Sandra Duncan CEO Netherton Feelgood Factory 

Sara Morgan Director Bristol Debt Advice Centre  

Sarah Whitfield CEO Dorothy House Hospice Care 

Shirley Cramer CEO Dyslexia Action 

Simon Antrobus CEO Addaction 

Simon Blake CEO Brook 

Simon Feary CEO Chartered Quality Institute 

Simon Gillespie CEO Multiple Sclerosis Society  

Simon Hepburn CEO Advisory Centre for Education 

Steph Kirkman Meikle General Manager Harrogate Skills 4 Living Centre 

Stephen Bell CEO The Cyrenians 

Stephen Burke CEO Counsel and Care 



 

 

Stephen Dale CEO Volunteer Centre Bath and North East Somerset 

Stephen Gledhill CEO Regular Forces Employment Association 

Steve Allman CEO Out and About 

Steve Fowler CEO The Institute of Risk Management   

Steve Hannigan 

Executive 

Director 

Climb National Information Centre for Metabolic 

Diseases 

Steve Johnson CEO DISC 

Steve Matthews CEO Mentoring and Befriending Foundation  

Steve Woodford MBE CEO Foundation 

Steve Wyler CEO Development Trusts Association 

Stuart Baldwin CEO Smile Support and Care 

Stuart Royston CEO Life Academy 

Sue Thorn CEO Society for Endocrinology 

Sue Vasey CEO North Yorkshire Learning Consortium Limited 

Sylvia Brown OBE CEO ACRE (Action with Communities in Rural England) 

Terry Ryall CEO v  

Dr Theo Gavrielides Director Independent Academic Research Studies (IARS) 

Theodore Spyrou CEO Whittington Park Community Association  

Tim Mungeam CEO Springboard for Children 

Tim Pain CEO Forest YMCA 

Tom Conlin CEO Berkshire County Blind Society 

Tom Flood CEO BTCV 

Tom Tichler CEO Herts & Beds Counselling Foundation 

Tony Armstrong CEO Living Streets 

Tony Collins CEO St Michael's Hospice 

Tony Ferguson Project Manager West Berkshire Mencap 

Tony Gaskins CEO 

Grimsby, Cleethorpes and District Citizens Advice 

Bureau 

Tony Gibbs CEO NODA  

Tony Hawkhead CBE CEO Groundwork UK 

Tricia Rogers CEO Kainos Community 

Virginia Beardshaw  CEO I CAN 

Wendy Hawkins Director Clybiau Plant Cymru Kids' Clubs 

Yvonne Hignell Director Halow Project 

Zoe Gray CEO Learning Links (Southern) Ltd 

  

 

 

 


